
Happy are your men and happy are these your servants, who stand continually 
before you and hear your wisdom! 9 Blessed be the Lord your God, who delighted 
in you, setting you on the throne of Israel! Because the Lord has loved Israel 
forever, therefore He made you king, to do justice and righteousness.”

I Kings 10:8-9
14 The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six hundred and sixty-six 
talents of gold, 15 besides that from the traveling merchants, from the income of 
traders, from all the kings of Arabia, and from the governors of the country.
16 And King Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered gold; six 
hundred shekels of gold went into each shield. 17 He also made three hundred 
shields of hammered gold; three minas of gold went into each shield. The king 
put them in the House of the Forest of Lebanon.

I Kings 10:15-16



A sad state of affairs: trading gold for bronze!
25 It happened in the fifth year of King Rehoboam that Shishak king of Egypt 
came up against Jerusalem. 26 And he took away the treasures of the house of 
the Lord and the treasures of the king’s house; he took away everything. He also 
took away all the gold shields which Solomon had made. 27 Then King Rehoboam 
made bronze shields in their place, and committed them to the hands of the 
captains of the guard, who guarded the doorway of the king’s house. 28 And 
whenever the king entered the house of the Lord, the guards carried them, then 
brought them back into the guardroom.

I Kings 14:25-28

In contemporary terms:      gold    (Au)- $1700 per oz.

bronze (CuSn)-$0.61 per oz. 



Trading Gold for Bronze• What we have is far greater than gold: 
I Pt. 1:7 ”that the genuineness of your 
faith, being much more precious than 
gold that perishes, though it is tested 
by fire, may be found to praise, honor, 
and glory at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.”

• Our faith is of such value we must 
never substitute it: Eph. 6:16 “above 
all, taking the shield of faith with 
which you will be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked one.”



 Substitute faith for feelings

• We have a feel good religion but not a “feel good religion”!

• Our senses must not trump our faith (2 Cor. 5:7)

• My feelings change on a daily basis.  The WORD of God does not (Heb. 13:8)



 Substitute faith for fitting in

• Christians are not loved by the world (Rom. 12:1-2; Lk. 6:26; 2 Jn. 15:18-20; 
2 Cor. 6:14)

• Hold to your convictions, don’t let anyone steal your treasure!



 Substitute faith for form of godliness

• 2 Tim. 3:2-5 2 For men will be…lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such 
people turn away!

• Don’t let anyone “cheat you” (συλαγωγῶν sylagōgōn carry off like booty, 
stolen loot) Col. 2:8

• Rehoboam tried to pass off his new shields as equivalent.  No! (2 Chron. 
12:9)



 Substitute faith for façade

• Is saving face more important to us than truly turning to God?

• All that glitters is not gold!

• Remember we must “test the spirits” and look out for “wolves in sheep’s 
clothing”



Don’t accept a “lesser” version

Of the gospel

Of the church 

Of the word

Of yourself!

“I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, 
that you may be rich” Rev. 3:18


