
Trees

What can trees teach us about the nature of  God and his love 

for us?



The loneliest Tree

Tree of  Tenere, Niger

Once considered the world’s most 

isolated tree. *



You appreciate the Tree?

• If  you don’t you should. 

• If  it was not for the trees and other plants breathing the air would soon become filled 

with poisonous gas which would make everyone sick, and soon cause us all to die. On 

the under side of  every leaf  of  every tree, or shrub, or other plant there are thousands 

of  little breathing holes or mouths. (F.H. Palmer)

• Trees can survive just fine without you or me. However, you and I would soon die 

without the help of  the Tree converting Carbon Dioxide to Oxygen for us to breathe. 

• Within the first 2 chapters of  the bible; life, death, human agency, RESPIRATION, 

food, aesthetics, human purpose, and a connection to God are all tied to trees. (Shelley)



God designed both of  us to breathe

Bronchogram “Tree” Oak Tree



Why 

bother with 

Trees?

• 1. Trees are mentioned in the bible more than any 
other living thing, other than God and people.

• In just about every significant bible story a tree is  
present, very significant, or a visible bystander. 
Whether it’s the fall of  man, the flood, pharaoh being 
overthrown or the crucifixion of  our Lord on a Tree 
stripped of  it limbs and bark, Trees are a BIG part of  
God’s creation and the story of  the bible.

• “If  I had to pick one subject other than Jesus to 
corroborate the inspired origin of  the Bible, I’d pick 
trees. Why? Because while the Bible was written by 
many people over many centuries, the consistent use 
of  trees points to one Author. Trees are not randomly 
place in scripture. They mark the most important 
events, including the Creation, the Fall, the 
Crucifixion, and the Resurrection. The Bible is one 
interwoven book, written by one God.” (Sleeth)



Why 

bother with 

Trees?

• 2. Nearly all Significant bible characters have 

an association or connection with a Tree.

• Old Testament

• Noah receives the Olive Branch (Gen 8:11)

• Moses sat under the Oaks of  Mamre (Gen 18:1)

• Abraham stood barefoot in front of  a burning 

bush (Ex 3:2-5)

• Joseph in Gen 49:22 is simply called a Tree

• Joshua uses a tree to mark the spot where he’d 

warned the people about idolatry. (Josh. 25:15)

• Prophetical books full of  Tree language



Why 

bother with 

Trees?

• New Testament

• Zacchaeus climbed Sycamore Tree (Luke 19:1-4)

• Blind man sees people as trees walking (Mark 8:24)

• Disciples gathered on Mount of  Olives (Luke 

22:39)

• Paul writes that Christians were like branches 

grafted into the tree trunk of  Israel. (Romans 

11:17-18)

• Jesus taught using several examples of  Trees

• Paul taught in Romans that Gentile Christians are 

“grafted in”

• Nathanael called from under the Fig tree.



Why 

bother with 

Trees?

• 3. Jesus died on a Tree as prophesied in the 

Old Testament. 

• One of  the only places Jesus is described in the 

Old Testament (Isaiah 53:2) talks about him as a 

tender plant or tree, a root out of  dry ground.

• Galatians 3:13-14 : Christ has redeemed us from 

the curse of  the law, having become a curse for us 

(for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs 

on a tree”)



Tree bookends..

•Gen 1:11-12  Tree created

•Gen 2:8-9 God plants a garden, puts man there, 
“pleasant to the sight”, tree of  life and tree of  the 
knowledge of  good and evil.

•Gen 3 God walked in the garden of  trees he planted, 
met mankind there. After sinning it says Adam and 
Eve hid themselves amongst the trees. 

•Trees are mentioned on the 1st page of  Genesis, the 
1st Psalm, the first page of  the New Testament, and 
the last page of  Revelation and countless places in-
between. 

•Rev. 22: 1-2 Tree of  Life in Heaven



A walk through the 
“forest” of  God’s word..

Countless examples of  Trees and their importance in the Bible.



Trees everywhere you look

• The creation and fall of  mankind. 

• The story of  Job. Wishes he was a tree.*

• Noah told to make ark from gopher tree.*

• 1st human to be recorded to have planted a tree?*

• Moses in Exodus and the sweet waters.*

• Sustainable agriculture in Leviticus?*

• Psalms – examples of  Trees and the one who delights in the law of  the Lord…

• Psalm 1:1-4

• Psalm 92



Psalm 92:12-15

•“The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, He 

shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Those who are 

planted in the house of  the Lord Shall flourish in 

the courts of  our God. They shall still bear fruit in 

old age; They shall be fresh and flourishing, To 

declare that the Lord is upright; He is my rock, and 

there is no unrighteousness in Him. 



Cross section of  a palm tree

•As Righteous people we are called to be 

different. Sure enough, the example of  the 

Righteous being like a palm is perfect as the 

palm is like no other tree! 

•The cells of  a palm tree are malleable, 

which can easily flex and then return to 

their original position. 

•Compared to a bunch of  telephone wires 

inside a telephone cable. 



Palms in a hurricane

Ever wonder why buildings are destroyed in a hurricane whilst the palm 

standing right beside it survives just fine?

Palms ability to weather the wind and the storm is a picture of  how the 

Christian should withstand the trials and tribulations of  life. The palm is very 

resilient, able to bounce back and come back stronger. 

Palms are very difficult to burn.  



Lessons from the Cedars 
of  Lebanon

• DEEP ROOTS: For every ten feet of  height above 
the ground, the tree roots go down 30 feet under 
ground. I want my “being rooted and grounded in 
love” (Ephesians 3:17) to reflect the Cedar.

•LONGEVITY AND VITALITY: Psalm 92:12, 14-
15 is a reference to the cedar in Lebanon providing 
encouragement to a man who is getting older but 
hopefully more righteous.

•USEFULNESS TO OTHERS: Psalm 104:16-17 
show that the cedars, which God created, serve to 
provide for the needs of  other living things like the 
birds of  the air. How useful are we when it comes to 
caring for others?



The Church and the 

Cedar/Redwood

•My favorite thing about the cedar and 
Redwood and it’s roots and branches is that 

it doesn’t act alone. As a cedar/redwood 
grows and stretches it intertwines, wraps 

around, and locks around other cedar 
branches and roots so that the forest of  

cedars/redwoods is completely 
interconnected. 

•When a storm blows and the winds come 
that storm is fighting against the entire 

forest not just the individual tree. Can we as 
a church connect and grow together so we 
withstand the trials of  life with each other?



Trees everywhere you look…

• Wisdom itself  is described as a Tree. Prov. 3:18 says “She is a tree of  life to 
those who take hold of  her, And happy are all who retain her. 

• Prophetical Books…Isaiah and Jeremiah speak often of  trees

• Look for the Messiah, Isaiah said, he resembles a tree. *

• Following Isaiah, Jeremiah (1:11-12) God asks Jeremiah what he sees when the word of  
the Lord comes to him “I see a branch of  an almond tree.” then the Lord said to me, 
“You have seen well, for I am ready to perform my word.”

• Sign of  God’s early and prompt message as the almond tree is the first tree to bloom in the 
spring. 



Jeremiah 17:7-8



Lessons Jesus Taught using Trees

• A Trees’ Fruit: Matthew 7:19 “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them.

• Lack of  Fruit: Matthew 21:19 Jesus spoke to the fruitless fig tree and said “May you never 
bear fruit again” it then withered and died. 

• Another lesson from a fig tree: Matthew 24:32 “ as soon as the twigs get tender and the 
leaves come out, you know that summer is near.“ Even so he said that when you see the 
signs of  the end of  the age know that the day of  the Lord is near.”

• Dead Wood: When a branch is not attached to the trunk it withers. Jesus said in John 15:15 
“such branches are thrown into the fire and burned”

• Faith: Matt 17: 20 Jesus talks about having faith like the mustard seed (smallest seed of  the 
trees) and says “nothing will be impossible for you”




